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Message from the Chair
After an extended period of gallant and unstinting duty, John Reglinski
finally managed to free himself from the shackles of the IBDG chairmanship
- a manoeuvre that required considerable skill since he'd been the victim of blatant and
unashamed pleading, and at times straight bribery, to persuade him to carry on for 'just
one more year....'. But after half a pint of shandy John will agree to practically anything. He
has not been seen since, and we understand he is planning a large trip to Vancouver in
the summer for the ICBIC meeting to celebrate his new freedom. But joking aside, I must
thank John most warmly for his efforts because they were considerable and at a time when
he was very busy with his work in Strathclyde.
And so the reins of responsibility pass to Leicester, and not without considerable
trepidation on my part. How much damage, I wondered, can one person do to such a
distinguished and long standing organisation? Thankfully, in Dave Evans we have a
Treasurer whose middle name is Ebenezer, so our financial situation is not something that
I need to lose sleep over. We also have a new Secretary to keep us on track, Jonathan
Worrall from Essex, who continues a long relationship between IBDG and Essex, starting
with Mike Wilson and then Chris Cooper. Jonathan takes over from Jeremy Harvey who
organised the very successful Faraday meeting in Nottingham in the summer, and we are
grateful to Jeremy for that and for his work as secretary over the last few years.
In fact, over the first 6 months I had several very enjoyable duties to discharge as Chair.
First, it was very pleasing to see Kirsty McClean from Manchester win the IBDG Young
Investigator Award and Kirsty presented her lecture on P450 at the Newcastle meeting in
the summer, you can read about that on page 3. Supporting young people is something
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that is important to everyone at IBDG, so if you are eligible for this prize (see page 5) or
you know someone that is, then please do put those names forward. Chris Dennison did a
fabulous job for us organising the Newcastle meeting on metal homeostasis, and we thank
him most wholeheartedly - it was a splendid meeting, memorable for many reasons, not
least for the science which was of the highest quality. A bit like running a marathon, Chris
says he thinks he did enjoy the meeting really, but he just wasn't sure about it until
afterwards! For our overseas visitors to Newcastle, it was something of baptism of fire as
they were immersed in the north east culture on a Saturday evening, with Nigel Robinson
as their escort. Dennis Winge, Masao Ikeda Saito and Tom O'Halloran got into a few
scrapes, but perhaps the less said about that the better....it was great they took the time to
join us.
In fact, I was unsure quite what to write for a Chair's Note at the front of a newsletter. To
write a chair's note one has to have something to write about. What does one say? And
will it be of any interest at all? My mind went back a few years and I recalled that it was
Roger Thorneley who had first invited me to join IBDG, in the days when Mike Wilson was
Chairman and Andrew Thomson and David Lowe (of the famous Thorneley-Lowe
mechanism) were involved, all of them pillars of our community. But in fact my first
initiation to IBDG had come as a postdoc when I crossed paths with Geoff Moore (another
former Chairman) in Vancouver. As many of you will know, Geoff has an interest in
cytochrome c, which Grant Mauk in Vancouver shared. That wasn't the only interest they
shared though - beer was the most important one and they would thus invent excuses to
visit one another for research on this subject. As a young postdoc, organisations like IBDG
can seem somewhat intimidating, actually IBDG is anything but - it was, and it still is, the
most welcoming of groups. If you are a PhD student or postdoc or new to the UK or to a
position here, then please drop us a line and join us at our meetings to give a talk or a
poster. There are often bursaries available to help with the costs and what better way to
meet your peer group and find out what's going on?
As part of the annual responsibilities of the committee, I was reminded by my co-Chair
Julea Butt that we needed to think about IBDG honorary members. After some
deliberations, it was agreed that we should invite three new such members. And in one of
those strange circular coincidences that could never have been predicted all those years
ago, one of those was Geoff Moore. The others, Dave Garner (Nottingham) and Rob
Evans (now Brunel) will be well known to all reading this as long-standing supporters of
IBDG. It was truly an honour to write to each of them to tell them the good news.
Subsequently, Geoff Moore now tells me he has his sights set on the IBDG Young
Investigator Award! They join our other honorary members (David Lowe, Roger Thorneley,
Bob Crichton, Andrew Thomson, Mike Wilson and Bobbie Ward) who have all given up
their time freely to support their community. Much of their work is often never visible, but it
takes time and commitment. We thank them and our other honorary members for all their
work and we hope we'll be seeing them at our meetings in the future.
Emma Raven, Leicester
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Meeting Reports
Faraday Discussion148 – July 2010
‘Spectroscopy Theory and Mechanism in Bioinorganic Chemistry’,
University of Nottingham, UK 5–7 July 2010
This Faraday Discussion was organised at the instigation of members of IBDG, which
exists to encourage activities related to the biological function of elements within the
purview of inorganic chemistry: e.g., metal ion transport and storage, the medical
applications of metals and the structure, spectroscopy and function of metalloenzymes and
structural analogues. IBDG is affiliated to the Dalton Division of the RSC, but many of its
activities involve significant input from physical and computational chemistry, and hence
the overlap with the activities of Faraday Division is significant. The invited and contributed
speakers at this meeting, including especially our Introductory and Concluding speakers
Ed Solomon and Les Dutton, contributed state of the art papers and gave engaging
presentations, complemented by a vigorous, high-quality Discussion in each of the
sessions. The organising committee thanks all of the speakers, the poster presenters, as
well as all the delegates, for making this such a stimulating scientific event. We also thank
the RSC conferences staff and Faraday Discussions editorial team for their organisation,
and thank our sponsors – IBDG and Bruker. For those of you unable to attend the
meeting, the papers presented, in addition to the Discussions, are now available on-line
and in-print in Faraday Discussions, 2011, 148.

The Annual IBDG Meeting – September 2010
‘Metal Homeostasis’
University of Newcastle, UK 10-11 September 2010
The 2010 IBDG Meeting: Metal Homeostasis was held at the Institute for Cell and
Molecular Biosciences at Newcastle University from 10-11 September 2010. The topic of
the meeting represented a move from our more usual targeting of specific metals and/or
metalloproteins. Thus, the programme reflected recent advances in the understanding of
the mechanisms of metal-sequestration, -sensing, -chaperoning and -storage in biology.
Given that many essential metals can be toxic to a biological system, these mechanisms
are vital for their effective management.
The meeting drew over 60 delegates from across the UK, Europe, North America and
Japan with interest from across the chemical and biological sciences, 20 of the delegates
were registered as PhD students.
Excellent talks on a range of topics related to metal ion homeostasis were presented. The
meeting was opened with a biological perspective of metal centre assembly and quality
control mechanisms involved in the maturation of yeast respiratory complexes (Winge).
This was followed by a structural and mechanistic description of iron uptake and release
by bacterioferritin (Le Brun). The ferritin theme was continued in the next lecture (Hagen),
which outlined a range of approaches for studying these and other iron-containing
proteins. The first day of lectures was completed by Kirsty McLean’s IBDG Award lecture
(see below). The second day started with two talks about zinc homeostasis. NMR and MS
studies of metallothioneins analysing features that control Zn(II) over Cd(II) binding were
described (Blindauer). The concepts of zinc buffering and ‘muffling’ were explained in the
following lecture (Maret). The next session focused on copper, the Aβ peptide and
Alzheimer’s disease (Faller and Viles). These lectures discussed the binding of copper to
Aβ, as well as copper transfer reactions and fibril growth. After lunch the role of the
modified peptide secreted by certain methanotrophs (methanobactin) was discussed
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(Graham) as were the factors controlling copper homeostasis in a cyanobacterium
(Badarau). The meeting finished with a lecture about the importance of zinc ions as
signalling agents in the maturation of oocytes (O’Halloran), work that featured on the front
cover of the September 2010 issue of Nature Chemical Biology.
The 2010 IBDG Young Investigator’s Award was received by Kirsty McLean of the
University of Manchester, who gave an excellent talk
on cytochrome P450 systems and cholesterol
metabolism. Student posters were also presented,
and our congratulations go to Fazia Adyani Ahmad
Fuad of the University of Edinburgh and Stephen
Allen of Newcastle University who won the IBDG
Metallomics and IBDG Dalton Transactions poster
prizes, respectively.
The September 2010 IBDG meeting represented a
very successful move from our more usual format
and provided an excellent forum for the discussion of
current research in metal homeostasis. We were
able to attract an outstanding group of speakers, a
large number of delegates and we were especially
delighted with the participation of many young
scientists who each had the chance to present their
work as a poster.
Kirsty McLean receiving The
IBDG Young Investigator Award
2010 from Emma Raven (Chair
of IBDG).

Thanks: The organising committee would like to
thank each of the speakers and all of the participants
for making the September 2010 IBDG meeting such
a great success. Special thanks are due to Professor
Chris Dennison for his sterling and vital work as the local organiser. IBDG also thank the
RSC Journals Dalton Transactions and Metallomics for their support of the poster prizes.
IBDG also thank the RSC for their support through Travel Grant and Dalton Awards that
enabled the attendance of research students without registration cost and through
contributions to their accommodation costs.
Jon McMaster, Meetings Secretary, University of Nottingham
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Young Investigator Award 2012
Nominations Invited!
The Inorganic Biochemistry Discussion Group Young Investigator’s Award
is designed to highlight and promote the next generation of outstanding UK-based
inorganic biochemists. The award is made every two years for outstanding contributions to
any area of biological inorganic chemistry or inorganic biochemistry.
IBDG is therefore seeking nominations for the 2010 award. The award winner will receive
a prize of £500 and present a lecture at an IBDG sponsored meeting in the following year;
IBDG will contribute to travel and on-site costs at this meeting.
To be eligible for the award nominees must:
• normally be under the age of 35 on the 1st January 2012, although appropriate
allowances will be made for career breaks
• be currently employed in the UK
Nominations for the IBDG Young Investigator’s Award must be made electronically by the
nominee to Emma Raven (emma.raven@le.ac.uk) and should include:
• a letter from the nominee which summarises their principal achievements in
inorganic biochemistry or biological inorganic chemistry and which includes the
names of two referees
• the nominee's current CV and list of publications, highlighting the 5 most significant
• the nominee is also responsible for arranging for electronic supporting letters from
the two referees (to be e-mailed separately to Emma Raven) describing the area of
work undertaken and highlighting the nominee’s achievements in inorganic
biochemistry or biological inorganic chemistry.
Nominations for the 2012 Award will close on December 31st, 2011.

Forthcoming Meetings
April 2011 EICC-1 First EuCheMS Inorganic Chemistry
Conference
University of Manchester UK, 11-14 April 2011
The Dalton Division of the RSC is joining together with the EuCheMS Inorganic Division to
host the first in a new European conference series in Inorganic Chemistry. IBDG is
supporting this meeting as a RSC Interest Group.
http://www.rsc.org/ConferencesAndEvents/RSCConferences/EICC1/index.asp

September 2011 Joint RSC IBDG and RSC Bioorganic Discussion Group
Meeting
Firbush Field Centre, The University of Edinburgh 9 - 11 September 2011
This is a joint meeting to be held with the Bioorganic group (Adam Nelson and Dominic
Campopiano as main contacts for Bioorganic group). The scientific remit is fairly broad: a
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mixture of protein folding, polyketide synthesis, medicinal chemistry, inorganic
biochemistry, protein mechanism and function. Invited speakers include: Gary Brudvig –
Yale, Nigel Robinson – Newcastle, Stuart Ferguson – Oxford, Elena Kovaleva –
Leeds, Judy Hirst – MRC, Alessi Ciulli – Cambridge, Ross Anderson – Bristol, Christine
Willis – Bristol, Sophie Jackson – Cambridge, Barry Potter – Bath, Mike McPherson –
Leeds, Corinne Hess- Durham, Victor Davidson - Mississippi, Angela Wilks - Maryland.
We have a number of student bursaries which cover registration and accommodation. If
you are interested in attending or giving a talk, please contact Emma Raven
(emma.raven@le.ac.uk).
http://www.rsc.org/ConferencesAndEvents/conference/alldetails.cfm?evid=107219

Call for future meetings
The IBDG has been very active in organising many successful and stimulating meetings in
the field of inorganic biochemistry in the UK. We would like to invite members of IBDG to
put forward their suggestions of topics that they would like to see discussed in future IBDG
meetings. Ideas and topics can be mentioned informally to any member of IBDG
committee or sent to the Chair of group (emma.raven@le.ac.uk).

IBDG Committee
Chair: Prof. Emma Raven, Department of Chemistry, University of Leicester. ViceChair: Prof. Julea Butt (Biophysical Society Representative), University of East Anglia, Norwich.
Secretary: Dr Jonathan Worrall, Biological Sciences, University of Essex. Meetings Secretary: Dr
Jon McMaster, School of Chemistry, University of Nottingham. Treasurer: Prof. Dave Evans,
Department of Biological Chemistry, John Innes Centre Norwich. Dr John Reglinski, The
Department of Pure and Applied Chemistry, University of Strathclyde. Prof. Rob Evans, Division of
Biosciences, Brunel University, London. Prof. Andy Munro, University of Manchester. Dr John
Viles, Queen Mary, London. Prof. Jeremy Harvey, School of Chemistry, University of Bristol..
Newsletter Edited by: Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk)
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