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Message from the Chair 
 
Happy New Year to all our IBDG members! 
 
2018 was a busy year for IBDG, with two major meetings taking place.  Firstly, the 

biennial Dalton meeting was held at the University of Warwick in early April, bringing together more 
than 350 inorganic chemists from the UK and beyond. Following IBDG in 2016, this year’s meeting 
was organised by the Main Group Chemistry Group, led by Mike Hill and Charlie O’Hara (they did a 
wonderful job). IBDG organised parallel sessions throughout the meeting, featuring 18 short talks, 
which provided opportunities for speakers at all career stages.  IBDG had two plenary speakers: 
Thomas Ward (Basel, Switzerland, RSC Bioinorganic Award winner 2017), who presented his 
outstanding work on artificial metalloproteins and new-to-nature catalysis in vivo; and, Kara Bren 
(Rochester, USA), who discussed her excellent work on biomimetic peptides of hydrogenase and 
nitrite reductase. 
The second meeting saw the return to the UK of the European conference on Biological Inorganic 

Chemistry (EuroBIC) for the 14th in the biennial series, 
and the first in the UK since EuroBIC 1 in Newcastle in 
1992.  The conference, held at the University of 
Birmingham in late August, was a wonderful gathering 
of ~400 bioinorganic chemists from the UK, Europe and 
the rest of the world. Smoothly organised by a team 
headed by Mike Hannon (Chair of SBIC) and Zoe 
Pikramenou (and including IBDG’s Anna Peacock), the 
meeting featured a stellar line up of speakers, including 
the IBDG Young Investigator Award 2018 winner, 
Richard Hopkinson (Leicester).  In addition to Anna’s 
involvement, IBDG played an important role in the 
organisation and running of the meeting, including 
raising funding from Dalton Council for an early career 
researchers’ networking dinner during the conference.  
It really was an excellent and fun meeting, and it 

provided a great opportunity to showcase the UK’s bioinorganic community, its first rate facilities and 
organisational prowess! 
See below for details of the 2019 IBDG meeting in Manchester, which will take place jointly with the 
Inorganic Reaction Mechanism Group. It would be really good to have a good turnout.  Other 
activities that will be occupying IBDG Committee in 2019 include finalising our bid to host ICBIC in 
the UK for the first time since 1990.  Watch this space! 
 
Nick Le Brun 
UEA, January 2019.  
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Dr Richard Hopkinson receiving the IBDG  
2018 Young Investigator Award from Nick 
at EuroBIC 14. 
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Congratulations to our IBDG Chair 
 
The IBDG committee would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate our 
Chair, Prof Nick Le Brun, as the recipient of the 2018 
RSC Joseph Chatt award for his outstanding contribution 
to research in areas which span inorganic chemistry and 

biochemistry. Nick received his award at the EuroBIC 14 meeting in 
August and was presented with his medal by the Chair of the RSC Dalton 
Division (and former IBDG Chair) Prof Emma Raven. Well done Nick!!! 
 

 
Forthcoming IBDG Meeting 
 
The IBDG has been very active in organising many 
successful and stimulating meetings in the field of 
inorganic biochemistry in the UK. Our next meeting is 

planned for the 15-17th April 2019 at the Manchester Institute of 
Biotechnology and is a joint meeting organised together with the Inorganic Reaction Mechanisms 
discussion group. Invited speakers include Prof Stephen Mann (Bristol), Prof Christine McKenzie 
(Odense), Prof Miquel Costas (Girona) and Prof Francesca Paradisi (Nottingham). Oral presentation 
slots are available with deadline for abstract submission 1st February 2019. Registration is free. For 
more information of how to register and submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations visit 
https://ibdgorguk.wordpress.com/meetings/ 
 

Nominations for Election to IBDG Committee 
 
IBDG would like to invite nominations for election to its committee. We are looking 
to elect one new member in 2019. Anyone interested in joining the committee will 
need to be nominated by two IBDG members. Nominations, which should include 
information about why the nominee wishes to join the committee, should be 

submitted to Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk) by 1st March 2019. Depending on the number 
of nominations received, it may be necessary to hold a ballot of the membership.  
 

Young Investigator Award 2020 
 
Nominations Invited! 
The Inorganic Biochemistry Discussion Group Young Investigator Award is 
designed to highlight and promote the next generation of outstanding UK-based 

inorganic biochemists. The award is made every two years for outstanding contributions to any area 
of biological inorganic chemistry or inorganic biochemistry. For past winners visit 
https://ibdgorguk.wordpress.com/young-investigators-award/ 
IBDG is therefore seeking nominations for the 2020 award. The award winner will receive a prize 
and present a lecture at an IBDG sponsored meeting in the following year.  
To be eligible for the award nominees must:  

• normally be under the age of 35 on the 1st January 2020, although appropriate allowances 
will be made for career breaks or other circumstances 

• be currently employed in the UK 
Nominations for the IBDG Young Investigator Award must be made electronically either by the 
nominee or nominator to Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk) and should include:  

 
Emma presenting Nick 
with the Joseph Chatt 
award. 
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• the CV of the nominee and list of publications highlighting the most significant contributions 
to biological inorganic chemistry 

• two letters of support highlighting the principal achievements in inorganic biochemistry or 
biological inorganic chemistry  

Nominations for the 2020 Award will close on December 1st, 2019. 
 

 

IBDG Committee 
 
Chair: Prof Nick Le Brun, University of East Anglia. Secretary: Dr Jonathan 
Worrall, University of Essex. Treasurer: Prof Dave Evans, John Innes Centre. Prof 
Jon McMaster, University of Nottingham. Prof Andy Munro, University of 

Manchester. Prof Lars Jeuken, University of Leeds. Dr Claudia Blindauer, University of Warwick. Dr 
Alison Parkin, University of York, Prof Paul Walton, University of York, Dr Anna Peacock, University 
of Birmingham, Prof Angela Casini, University of Cardiff. 
 
Newsletter edited by: Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk) 


