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Message from the Chair 
 
Firstly, apologies for the delay in publishing this year’s newsletter. To say that things 
have been a little difficult lately would be a massive understatement. I hope that 
you’ve managed to stay healthy and safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. At the time 

of writing, measures to restrict the spread of the virus are being eased somewhat, but it is clear that 
we will continue to be affected by the virus for the foreseeable future. 
 
Aside from Covid-19, attention during the past few weeks has been focussed on the terrible events 
in the US. For our Black and BAME colleagues, the images from the US are likely to have had a 
much deeper and more personal impact. We understand that your pain is rooted not only in these 
heavily publicised acts of racism, but also from less overt forms of racism so often overlooked, and 
that this is a world-wide problem, including in the UK. We as members of the IBDG Committee wish 
to express our solidarity; we wholeheartedly support the RSC’s statement on racism in science and 
the need to eradicate it through positive action that makes chemistry more equal and accessible to 
Black and BAME people, and all people (https://www.rsc.org/news-events/articles/2020/jun/black-
lives-matter-statement/). 
 
Dr Alison Parkin has stepped down from her position as IBDG Committee member and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank her for her excellent contributions over the past few years. Also, a 
belated but nevertheless hearty congratulations to Alison for the winning the RSC’s Edward 
Frankland Fellowship (in 2019), in recognition of her work on advancing the understanding of the 
molecular basis of oxygen tolerance in hydrogenase enzymes.  We wish her all future success.  
Please see below for news about how you could follow in Alison’s footsteps (by joining the 
Committee).  News about this year’s RSC Prize and Award winners, which feature past and present 
IBDG members can be found below. 
 
Finally, as many of us lament the postponement or cancellation of all the wonderful meetings and 
conferences that we were planning to attend this summer, there is news of a special conference that 
you can put in your diary. IBDG/RSC have been successful in bidding to host the 2025 International 
Conference on Biological Inorganic Chemistry (ICBIC) in York. This is the flagship meeting for 
inorganic biochemistry and will be returning to the UK for the first time since 1991. This is fitting 
recognition of the vibrant UK inorganic biochemistry community, and follows the hugely successful 
EuroBIC meeting in Birmingham in 2018.  A very big thank you to Rebecca Quine and colleagues at 
RSC, and the IBDG Committee, who together put in a tremendous amount of work to produce an 
extremely attractive bid. Let’s hope we will be able to meet in person by then! 
 
Nick Le Brun 
UEA, July 2020.  
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IBDG Awards 2020 
 
In 2020 the IBDG committee awarded Investigator and Early Career awards to two 
UK based scientists for their outstanding achievements in bioinorganic chemistry 
and inorganic biochemistry. 

 
Dr Kogularamanan (Rama) Suntharalingam, University of Leicester – Investigator Award 
Rama received the Investigator Award in recognition of his work in the design and development of 
metal-containing small molecules to create new generations of metallopharmaceuticals for the 
treatment of cancer as well as other diseases. 
Dr Amanda Chaplin, University of Cambridge – Early Career Award 
Amanda received the Early Career Award in recognition of her achievements, stemming largely from 
her PhD research at the University of Essex, which encompassed structural and spectroscopic 
characterisation of copper and iron metalloenzymes. 
We congratulate both award winners and wish them both continued success in their future 
endeavours. 
 

 
RSC Prizes and Awards 
 
The IBDG would like to take the opportunity to congratulate past and current 
committee members on their recent outstanding successes. 
 

Prof. Emma Raven (University of Bristol), the previous Chair of the IBDG, has been awarded the 
RSC Interdisciplinary Prize for her seminal contributions to understanding the role of heme in biology. 
 
Prof. Paul Walton (University of York), together with Prof. Gideon Davies (University of York), has 
been awarded the Rita and John Cornforth Award for their ground-breaking studies into the 
production of sustainable biofuel. 
 
Prof. Dave Evans (John Innes Centre) has received the RSC Award for Exceptional Service for his 
outstanding service through the activities of our inorganic and biochemical member-led communities. 
 
We would also like to extend our congratulations to Prof. Yi Lu from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, USA, for being awarded the RSC Joseph Chatt Award for elucidating design 
principles of artificial metalloproteins to gain insights into the structure and function of natural 
systems. 
 
The IBDG plans to arrange a series of webinars to be given by each prize winner in the coming 
months.  
 

 
Past and Future IBDG Meeting 
 
Our most recent meeting was on the 15-17th April 2019 at the Manchester Institute 
of Biotechnology, which was jointly organised together with the Inorganic Reaction 
Mechanisms Discussion Group. An international program of plenary talks was given 

by Prof. Stephen Mann (Bristol, UK), Prof. Christine McKenzie (Odense, Denmark), Prof, Miquel 
Costas (Girona, Spain) and Prof. Francesca Paradisi (Nottingham, now Bern, Switzerland). These 
were combined with a great mix of shorter talks showcasing inorganic reaction mechanisms in 
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biological and chemical settings. A poster session attracted over 20 posters with lively discussion. 
Prizes were awarded for both oral presentations and posters. Sam de Visser (Chair Inorganic 

Reaction Mechanisms) 
happily handed out the 
awards to the winners and 
runners-up (clockwise from 
left to right; talk winner, Luisa 
Ciano (University of 
Manchester); talk runner-up, 
Danila Gasperini (University 
of Bath); poster winner, Arron 
Burnage (Herriott-Watt 
University); poster runner-up, 
Melissa Stewart (University of 
East Anglia). Congratulations 
to all, and a big thank you to 
Sam de Visser for hosting at 
Manchester. 
The Dalton 2020 meeting was 
due to take place at the 
University of Warwick in April. 
However, owing to the 

restrictions put in place for the COVID-19 outbreak the meeting was cancelled and is now scheduled 
to run in Spring 2021. 
 

Nominations for Election to IBDG Committee 
 
IBDG would like to invite nominations for election to its committee. We are looking 
to elect two new members in 2020. Anyone interested in joining the committee will 
need to be nominated by two IBDG members. Nominations, which should include 
information about why the nominee wishes to join the committee, should be 

submitted to Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk) by 1st October 2020. Depending on the 
number of nominations received, it may be necessary to hold a ballot of the membership.  
 

IBDG on Social Media 
 
In March 2020 the IBDG joined the twitter-sphere. Whilst we continue to maintain 
our website with up to date information, a more fluid environment for dissemination 
of news and events by the Group for the national and international bioinorganic 
chemistry and inorganic biochemistry communities is through social media 

platforms. If you haven’t done so already please follows us, like and retweet @IBDG10. 
 

 

IBDG Committee 
 
Chair: Prof Nick Le Brun, University of East Anglia. Secretary: Dr Jonathan Worrall, 
University of Essex. Treasurer: Prof Dave Evans, John Innes Centre. Prof Jon 
McMaster, University of Nottingham. Prof Andy Munro, University of Manchester. 

Prof Lars Jeuken, University of Leeds. Dr Claudia Blindauer, University of Warwick. Prof Paul 
Walton, University of York, Dr Anna Peacock, University of Birmingham. 
 
Newsletter edited by: Jonathan Worrall (jworrall@essex.ac.uk) 


